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Introduction  

St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands, like many locations throughout the world, is attempting to 
humanely control populations of feral cats and other introduced animal species. Feral and stray 
domestic cats have become a threat to wildlife, a nuisance around restaurants and a population 
of animals at risk for abuse and suffering. They are surviving and reproducing on this tropical 
island with a less than optimal quality of life due to risks of injury from automobiles, a high 
incidence of Feline Leukemia Virus (FeLV), predation by dogs and other animals, poor availability 
of food, and a limited number of cat colony caretakers.  

The St. Croix Animal Welfare Center routinely traps, alters, tests and vaccinates for 
FeLV, and releases feral cats with the help of caretakers at several locations on the island. We 
are interested in expanding our feral cat population maintenance program, however we found the 
cost of traps to be very high, especially given the costs of shipping to this Caribbean island. To 
reduce our costs and make traps available to caretakers at more locations, we designed and built 
effective and humane cat traps from locally available materials (Figures 1 & 2).  We have written 
this paper in hopes that it can help wildlife biologists and animal welfare professionals in other 
locations humanely trap and control feral cat populations for the benefit of cat colonies, other 
indigenous animal populations, and people.  

Description  

The Crucian Appropriate Technology Feral Cat and Wildlife Trap (the C.A.T. Trap) can be 
easily made from recycled milk crates. Ours were donated to the Animal Shelter by St. Croix 
Dairy Products, Inc., a local milk distributor. We made our C.A.T. Traps for less than $1 cost in 
materials and under two hours of assembly time. When building several at a time, we are 
confident that the assembly time can be reduced to less than one hour per trap. Being made 
entirely of plastic, the C.A.T. Trap is lightweight, strong, rustproof, and washable. The C.A.T. Trap 
is well ventilated and the door closes quietly: it is very humane. We field tested our trap for over 
one year and found it to be effective in capturing cats and iguanas. It has stood up well under 
field conditions, with periodic replacement of the cord to the trigger pin. The C.A.T. Trap should 
serve well for catching squirrels, and other wildlife, but the wire used in the door hinge may have 
to be a heavier gauge for larger animals, such as raccoons.  

Materials 
Qty.

 

Item

  

3  1-cu.ft. milk crates 
20  1-in. sheetrock screws or 4 pieces of wire 
~3 ft. 16-gauge wire (coat hanger wire works well) 
1-2  heavy rubber bands, a bungee cord or a lightweight spring 
2 ft. 1 PVC pipe or 1 x1 board 
1  2-ft. piece of string 
1 1-ft. piece of cord or rope 
1 ~3 x4 galvanized metal (flattened tin can) or ¼ plywood reinforcement plate 



 

2

 
Assembly  

The main trap chamber is made from three 1-cu.ft. milk crates. We cut the bottoms out of 
two, stacked the crates, and screwed the three together using 16 1-in. sheetrock screws. Take 
care to screw the crates together on the outside of the crates, so that no sharp screw 
points penetrate the inside of the chamber where they would be hazardous to the captured 
animal.  The connections between the three crates may be strengthened with glue, however we 
found that even with only one screw per corner, the trap is very strong.  

We made the cage door from the bottom panel that we had removed from one of the 
crates.  We trimmed back the plastic tabs off three sides of the bottom plate to allow clearance 
when it is used as a door. We hinged the door at the top of the door opening by drilling holes 
through the plastic tabs left along one edge of the plate when it was removed from the bottom of 
the milk crate. Then we ran a piece of 16-gauge wire through the holes and through holes drilled 
in the sides of the cage.  The door swings down by gravity assisted by a rubber band cut from a 
car tire inner tube or a bungee cord extending from the top of the cage down to the middle of the 
door. A 3 x4 reinforcement plate may be made from a flattened tin can or ¼ plywood and should 
be wired in the inside center of the door at the point where the bungee cord or inner tube band is 
secured to the door. To provide forward pull to the door, we screwed a 1-ft. piece of PVC pipe to 
the top of the trap, extending four inches to the front of the trap. By cutting a notch in the 
extension pipe, the bungee cord can be stretched from the door across the notch in the extension 
pipe and back to an anchor point on the top of the trap or the rear end of the PVC extension pipe.  

We made a doorstop by screwing an 11-in. length of 1-in. PVC pipe across the bottom of 
the door opening. When released, the door closes to a position against this PVC pipe. A 1 x1 
board would work as a doorstop as well as the PVC pipe. A 4-in. piece of 16-gauge wire was 
attached to the backside of the door by running it through holes drilled in the door panel. The wire 
projected to the back of the door and passed through a hole in the top of the cage when the door 
panel is swung open. The end of the wire was bent into a loop large enough to receive the metal 
wire pin attached via a piece of string to the trip plate.  

We cut the bottom panel removed from one of the milk crates in half to serve as our trip 
plate. We trimmed back the tabs from three sides for clearance and hinged the trip plate on the 
floor of the cage 1-ft. from the back of the cage in the same manner that we had hinged the door. 
I.e. we extended a length of 16-gauge wire across the cage and through holes drilled in the 
plastic tabs exposed along the edge of the panel.  

We created a trigger mechanism by tying a string to the corner of the trip plate and 
extending it up through a hole in the top of the cage. We tied the string to an eye bent in one end 
of a piece of 16-gauge wire. This piece of wire is the pin that inserts into an eye bent in a piece of 
wire (or an eye screw) attached to the backside of the trap door. We added a couple of wire 
guides to the top of the cage to maintain alignment of the string and pin from the trip plate to the 
trap door. We are sure that other trip mechanisms could be designed, but we found this system to 
be simple to build, easy to set, and to provide a fine hair trigger.  

We completed the C.A.T. Trap by adding a rope handle.  We drilled two holes in the top 
of the trap and secured a 1-ft. length of ¼-in. rope to the top by knotting the ends of the rope on 
the undersides of the holes.  

We hope everyone will use the C.A.T. Trap safely and humanely, and use humane 
techniques in transporting, handling, and when necessary euthanizing animals captured 
by use of the C.A.T. Trap. Questions about the C.A.T. Trap may be directed to either co-author 
at the physical or email addresses listed above. 
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